“EIDE SHOMA MOBRAK?”,
REVERBRATED THROUGHOUT VICTORIA PALACE
The Spirit of Nowruz dominated the city

To show his attachment to the
Iranian traditions and attract
the admiration of the Swiss
for Iranian cultural heritage,
every year Ambassador Zahedi

organises a scl
in presence of distinguished
Swiss and Iranian personalitics,
friends and family

What  particularly  attracts
everyoneisthewealthoftraditions,
the historical significance of the
Iranian New Year celebrations:
CHARSHANBEH SOURI,
THE NEW YEAR EVE and
SIZEDEH BEDAR.

Throughout his life, Mr Zahedi
has remained loyal to these

of ceremonies

Ist Row :
Léa Gharibi , Tara Gharibi , H.H. Zahedi, Mrs. Vakili , Mrs. Fassa
2nd Row :
Mr. , Mrs. Vadoud & Anna Gharibi, Max Smithuis, Mrs. Anne-Rose
smithuis, Mrs. Anne Zurcher, Mr. Mrs. Shariar & Thérese Gharibi, Mrs.
Mrs. Mahin
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Mrs. Christine Chevalley (Mayor

of Veytaux), H.E Amb. Mourad
Bourehla ( Tunesia)

traditional Iranian New Year
festivities that arc integral parts
of our national identity, deeply
rooted in our cultural heritage.
They arc in fact timeless and
2o beyond dates and history as
Nowruz is not only the first day

of the year but also the first day

of spring, the new life, the new
hope for growth and fruition, a
symbol of rebirth recycling and
therefore creation and eternity
itself; the foundation of all great
religions in history from the
Vegetation Myth to the Greek and
Roman Mythology to Judaism,



Christianity and Islam.

People of Montreux  and
ncighbouring ~ communities,
everyone around the ambassador,
is now familiar with his native
land. Zahedi has always made
sure thatno one around him would
ever forget the 3000-year-old
traditions of his beloved country.
For Chaharshanbeh Souri, the
feast of the last Wedr 1y
the year, his residence "Villa Les

y of

First Row: 1.Mrs. Thérese Roch, 2.Mr. Michael Smithuis, 3.Mrs. Linda Gabriclyan, 4.Mrs
Mourad Bourehla, 5.Ardeshir Zahedi, 6.HE Ambassador Mourad Bourehla of Tunesia, 7.Mrs.
Christine Chevaley, 8. Mr. Mathieu Jaton, 9.Mr. Jean-Claude Roch
Second Row: 10.Mrs. Christine Zahedi, 11.Mrs. Claude Grand, 12.a guest*, 13.Mr.
Balkhtiar, 14.Mr. Babyou Davallou Ghajar, 15.Mrs. Nassim Merali, 16.Mrs. Barbara Mitter-
mair, 17.Mrs. Yasaman Khaneghahi Tehrani, 18.Miss Porouchani, 19.Mrs. Mehregan Perrier,
20.Miss Tehrani, 21.Mr. Toni Mittermair (standing)

Third Row: 22.Dr. Michel Perrier, 23.Miss Nicolas Coman [spouse of Dr. Nicolas Coman*,
24. Mr. Babak Tehrani, 25.Mr. Mehdi Zahedi, 26. Prof. Dr. Andreds Messikommer, 27.Mr.
Reza Porouchani, 28.Mrs. Thérese Gharibi, 29.Dr. Laurent Cougn, 30.Mr. Shahriar Gharibi,
31.Mrs. Elvira Caspari, 32.Dr. Dr. Nicolas Coman*, 33. Mrs Hamideh Fassa, 34.Mrs. Antoi-
nette Zurcher, 35.Mr. Garry Robison *
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Rah-¢ Zendegi

Mr. Mehdi Zahedi, Mrs. Christine Zahedi, Mr. Reza Porouc

ani, Mrs

Yasi Moghadam Tehrani
Rl

Mrs. Christine Zahedi , Mrs.
oman

Roses" in Montreux becomes
an Iranian cultural centre where
Swiss and Iranian guests gather
to share their joyful pride of a
country in its rich and fascinating
culture.

Sk

On the eve of last Wednesday of
the year, Chahar Shanbeh Souri,
bonfires are lit in the garden and
the guests dance around and jump
over the fire to ring in the new
and ring out the old and get ready
for the New Year that creeps in.

This is an opportunity for the
guests to learn more about the
philosophy of the bonfire and the
Haft Seen. The fire that purges
and purifies. The seven S’s and
their symbolic roots:  Sabzeh
or sprouts of wheat or lentil
ing rebirth. Samanu, the

no, H.E.Zahed

Mariana Gouvea, Juan Decorde
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