Ardeshir Zahedi:
Political crisis in
Arab Nations... and lack of
a Sound Nutural Policy & Justice

he Political crisis in The Middie
East and North Africa has had

a widespread political reper-
“pgussion on the media bringing
about a host of questions and com-
ments. Tha crisis have parlly sub-
sided in Tunesiaand Egypt, thetwo
dictators who rules their nations for
years had 1o yield to the will of the
pla and relinguish power.
ﬁ:quwr, in Libya and Bahrain the
crisas still persist (ar least until the
time when this publication went

into print).
At the-climax of the tun‘ﬂm point
inTunesiaand Egypt, we asked Mr.

Zahedi’s about his views onApril 8
during a telephona conversation
from Montreux, Switzerland the
avents. Mr Zahedi was the last
Ambassador of Iran to the US and
the Minister of foreign Affairs dur-
Ing the former regime. Inone of the
latet issue of Rah-E-Zendegi we
have reported his valuable com-
ments about the jssues of the
Middle Eastand MorthAfrica. Al the
halght of tha incident in Libya, we
asked Mr. Zahedi's view by tele-
phone form. Montreaux,
=witzerland.

Mr. Zahedi said: As | have already”

mentioned about Egypt, in the
“tsunami- of protest” which has
aenveloped this whole area, the
" momentum comes from the youth.
Tunesian and Egyptian young men
and women, with their restrained-
protests, demanded democracy
and an end to diciatorship. The

have been promised that their
demands will be met and initial
3tepu have been taken in that

on,

Tha roots of the storm of protest lie
in the inequity and lack of an even-
handed ;:mlrt:?lnr in thosa countries
as well as the Western policy,

maostly the US, toward them.
When the war between the Shia
and Sunni muslims is intensified,
ple will Bﬂf *This is crisy.
B?I?y shiould Libya be er pres-
sure and remain sientwhen Saudi
Arabia sends arms and ammuni-
tions to Bahrain? This is notjustice,
and bacausaofit, a numberof Arab
nations have argued why Saudi
Arabia does not froops to
Israel, but has sant some to anoth-
erArab country. )
As regards Libya, there are the
relations with.Iran and the present
gituation of the country... In the
past, wanaver formally recognized
Ghaddafi. During the courseofthe
first . Islamic confereance in
Moroceo, | sald to the reporters on
the Phna thatwe nized Lib
as “de facto” and | did not shake
hands with Libyan envoys. We did
not have an ambassador in Libya,
but we did have one in Iraq. | per-
sonally never had any con
with Saddam Hussein, not evenin
Islamic conferences... and, the
contacts berween the two coun-
tries were on the level of direc-
torate general. :
The United States did not have
good relations with Ghaddafi,
either, and in this connection, .dur-
ing His Majesty's visit to the White
House in 1976 with former
President Ford, Henry Kessinger
and Under Secrelary Joseph
Sisco, the matter-was clarified
When a Libyan citizen caused the
crash of a Pan American airfine in

killing over 270 ngers mosily
Amagbﬂnﬂ the ﬁmﬂ of American
mgh and the m&f the world
rd Libya inter: !
Becausa of the pretexts and
rumors that the man responsible

for the crash was suffering from
cancer, Scotland decided last year
that the terrorist be returned to
Libya to join his family. That was
when we all witnessed Ghaddafi
maeeting him at the airport and this
cre.ateg a wave of new anger
among Americans and other peo-
ple of the world. However, it was
sald in political circles and the
mass media that tha UK. ignorec
the incident because of the BP oil
en Ghaddafi made a coup d'e=
tat in Libya, Malek Idris, the of
Libya was in Greece. Thean, alter
interventions Egyptgave him polit-
ical asylum. Such circumstunces
prevailing, when Omar Montaser
the Libyan Ambassador in London.
who was my friend during my
ambassadorship in London natu-
rally faced problems. | sent a mes-
safgetos with hirn in Eskandar
Mirza's housa, but Ghaddafi's men
detained and sant him to Libya to
ba imprisoned. 1f was said at that
time the British authorities closed
thelr eyes to this incident.
Maontaser was finally releasaed due
to my attermnpts and afforts of othar
friendly countries with Mr. Aldeo
Moro, tallan forelign minister, who
had already been invited to Iran, as
well as his colleages Luigi Cotafavi
who was the chief of operations of
UN in Ganava and several African
countries. of course, none of the
Islamic countries paid any atten-
tion to the matter and did not take
any measuras to save his life.
Beside the United States and
Britain who encouraged military -
attacks on Libya, there is some- -



ing to ba said about France.
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is such e roaction, If any, toward
wihat is on is Bahrain and
Yamen and Tunosia,
in addibonto the inerventon,
there have been intemot activities
as wall as Twitter, eic, and the
question of h i atlecks
on Libya is also discu :
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silence aboul Egypt and Libya,
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a ot of discussions.
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ing ta claar out the recent résolu-
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US and her allles could atiack
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