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“A failure of
the negotiations
would be cata-
strophic for the
region”

No doubt.

Because to understand the issue, it
begs the question of financing of jihad-
ism by the Saudis and the influence
of Wahhabism on radical movements.
(TDG)

He was the last Iranian ambas-
sador to the United States. This
was before the Khomeini revolu-
tion of 1979. It was in the name
of the Shah which he collected
his last breath, July 27, 1980 in
Cairo. Since then, threatened by
a fatwa of Ayatollah Khomeini
still in force, Ardeshir Zahedi -
who was also Minister of Foreign
Affairs from 1966 to 1973 - lives
in Montreux, close to the Castle
of Chillon.

Suffice to say that the old gen-
tleman of 86, well aware of the
news, following with great atten-
tion the negotiations on Tehran’s
nuclear program together, a few
hundred meters from his home in
a Montreux hotel, Secretary US
State John Kerry and his Iranian
counterpart Javad Zarif. Mainte-
nance.

In view of the thundering decla-
rations of Benjamin Netanyahu
to the US Congress and about
Barack Obama who has linked
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a deal with Tehran to freeze its
nuclear program for ten years,
a positive outcome of the nego-
tiations is it still possible?

I very much hope, because a
failure of the negotiations would
be a disaster for the entire region.
Tensions inevitably increase,
especially in Iran, where the
Conservatives  could regain
ground, while Ahmdinejad paren;
thesis is happily closed. As for the
Israeli Prime Minister (note:
that has nuclear weapons), it is
he who continues to threaten
Iran. Now he challenges the US
president and this is dangerous

for the region.

Historically, when was the Ira-
nian claim for a civil nuclear
program?

I signed in 1968, as Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the accession of
Iran to the nuclear non-prolifer-
ation. In the 1970s, the United
States had approved the start of
Iran’s civilian nuclear program.
But when Khomeini came to
power in 1979, he decreed that

nuclear, civil
and military,
was contrary
to Islam. It
was only af-
ter the war
against lIraq
that the issue was revived. To-
day, Iran claims the right to civil
nuclear power, under the Non-
Proliferation Treaty. This is an
inalienable right.

Can we say that behind the ne-
gotiations on nuclear hides an-
other issue, that of a new alli-
ance between Washington and
Tehran, including against ter-
rorism?

Certainly. The horrors committed
by Daech Irag and Syria show
that jihadist terrorism threatens
the entire Middle East and be-
yond. In this sense, give Iran its
place in the regional concert be-
comes a priority for the United
States. Besides, it is already Iran
(Shiite, note) that is on the front
line against Daech (Sunni, ed),
Irag and Syria. Without military
support from Tehran Iraq would
have collapsed long ago.

This new alliance will it be at
the expense of the old US-Saudi
friendship?

No doubt. Because to understand
the issue, it begs the question of fi-
nancing of jihadism by the Saudis
and the influence of Wahhabism
on radical movements. (TDG) [
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