Montreux:

City of passion, joy, Music, Life and Love

Montrewx es on the north east shora
of Lake Geneva al the fork in the
Roman road from Italy aver the
Simplon Pass, whare the roads o the
Roman capital of Aventicum and the
road into Gaul thrawgh Basancon sep-
arated. This macda it an important set-
Hement already in Roman timas.

In 1798, Napoleon liberabed the region
froom the Bamesa. In the 19th cantury,
the tourist industry becama a major
commercial outlet, with the grand
haotels of Montreux attracting the rich
and cultured from Europs and
America.

* twas a haven for Catherne Barklay
and L. Fredaric Hanry in Emeast
Hemingway's classic, A Farewall to
A S,

Montraux hosts sevaral notaworthy
festivals:

* The Septembre musical de
Montreux, founded in 1946 and haeld
BBy yEar since then.

* Freddle Mercury's Montreux
Mermorial Day, annually first week-and
of September since 2003.

* The Montreux Jazz Festival, annu-
ally InJuly since 1967, It is held al tha
Montreux Music & Convention Caentra,
built in 1973 and has becorma a global
phenomenan.

,I.

* The Golden Rose Festival, annual-
ly in spring (1961-2003), which

awerded the Golden Rosze of
Montrewsx, an internafional award far
talavision.

* The Goldan Award of Montreusx,
annually in April, is traditionally, since
1988, the first international advertis-
ing and multimedia Competition in
Europe - starting the global season for
awarding creative axcallence.
Montreux boasts one of the most
beautiful walks slong the lake, stretch-
ing fromVilleneuve all the way towards
Wavey. The main sqguare of the town,
Placa du Marché, features a stalue af
Freddie Mercury facing Lake Geneva.
Some of the numerous small villages

around Montreux include La Tour-de-
Pailz, Clarens, Territet, and
Villeneuve. The Chateau of Chillan
provides a marvelous view of the
antire Lake of Genevaand canbe eas-
ily accassed via bus, walk or bost,
Deeap Purple's famous song "Smoke
an the Water® tells of the events of
1871, whan a Frank Zappa fan with &
flare gun =at the Montreux Casino on
fira. The destroyed Casino was
reopened in 1975,

Montraux is the hame of Mountaln
Studias, the recording studio used by
several artists. "Bonzo's Montreux” by
Led Zeppalin is named after the city
whera the drums session of John
Bonhiam was recorded in 1976, In
1978, the band Queen bought the stu-
dio. Itwas then sold to Queen produc-
ef David Richards. In 2002 the
Mountain Studios was converted into
a bar as part of a complete renovation
af tha studio. David Richards has lefi
Mortreux to satile down somewhere
elze. Queen also appeared in 1984
and Iin 1986 at the Golden Rose
Festival and Quean guitarist Brian
May appearad in 2001 at the Jazz
Festival. Montreus was also the sub-
Ject of the 1985 Queen single A
Winter's Tala on tha album Made in
Heaven, one of Freddie's last songs
before his death.



