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Former Iranian Foreign Minister Zahedi Recognized

RAN HAS RARELY BEEN MORE CEN TRAL to

global af fairst han it had be come atthe dawn of | ~

2013. At the same time, it has be come — be
cause of cur tailed in ter na tional ac cess and in ter
nal pro paganda in Iran, in many ways distorting the ||
study of its mod ern his tory - less under stood than |
at any time in his tory by those global policymakers

ex pected to for mu late strat e gies with re gard to it.

Inthe mod ern era, the grow ing
strate gic cen tral ity of Iran
through World War |l, and then
par tic ularly through the Cold
War, was largely re spon si ble
for the sta bil ity and suc cess of

Woest ern economies and for

Western strategic dom i nance.
It was, for the West, the es -
sence of the con tain ment ofthe
USSR, and also the es sence of
a stra te gic link - age be tween
the Atlanftic states and the Indo-
Asian states. The nu ances of
‘geo - pol i tics changed with the
end of the Cold War, and the
1979 over throw of the Shah of
Iran con trib uted sig nif i - cantly
to the shift in global dy nam ics.
Af ter the Shah’s departure, in
ter na - tional per cep tions of
Iran — which had es sen tially
be come a closed so ci ety with
the dom i nance of ex trem ist
mul - lahs — re gressed to sim
plis tic unidi - mensional
imagery. Understanding of the
enormous depth of Persianand
Iranian society, culture, history,

and geopolitical im por
tance, which had been

grow ing glob aily un til
1979, evaporated. Today,

strategic policy to - ward
Iran is be ing made by
most states on the ba sis
of an ig no rance which

was not evidentduring

the Cold War.

What is for got ten is that
some of the key play ers
who un der stand Iran,
and

who were in ti mately in
volved in the pol i cies of
the coun try and the inter-
national community dur-
ing the Cold War, are still
alive. Their views have
not been heard for some

~ time; theirknowl edge has

been for got ten; their
coun sel not sought.
The International

Strategic Studies Association

Former Iranian Foreign Minister
Ardeshir Zahedi (right) with
Internationat Strategic Studies
Association Pres. Gregory Copley
in Montreux, Switzerland, in
December 2012, at the announce-
ment of the ISSA Award for
QOutstanding Contributions to
Strategic Progress to Mr Zahedi for
his endeavors as a diplomat, but
even more importantly, for the pub-
lication of his Memoirs, which pro-
videinvaluable insights Into Iran at
a critical time in Middle Eastern
and world history.

2012to presentthe ISSASilver

(ISSA), the publishers of Star Award for Out standing

Defense & For eign Affairs,
made the decision in December

Contribu tions ISSA’s high est
honor — to for mer fra nian For




eign Minister Ardeshir Zahedi,

whois now living in exile in Swit

zer land.

Mr Zahedi was For eign Min is.

ter of lran un der the Shah
(1966-73). He also served as Im
pe rial Ira nian Ambassador to
Washington on two oc ca sions,
and once to the Court of St.
James. He was uniquely
placed, at-a criti cal time in his
tory, to know key US, Eu ro
pean, So-viet, Mid die Eastern,

and Asian lead ers, at a time -

when Iran’s re-emer gence as
an ar - bi ter of East-West poli-
tics was crit ical.

Ardeshir Zahedi, son of soldier,
tatesman, and Prime Minister,
Lt.-Gen.

Fazollah Zahedl and scion of-

an historicallyimpor tant iranian
fam ily, served not only at the
right hand of his fa ther be fore,
dur ing, and af ter his Pre mier

ship; he also was close to the

Shah, and worked un tif the end
of the Shah’s life to help pre
serve sta - bil ity and pros per ity
for Iran. In so doing, he met with
the greatworldlead- ers and pol
i ti cians, and has unique in
sights into how pol i cies to ward
Iran de vel oped. All of this he
has be - gun to me - morialize in
his new four-volume Mem oirs,
the first of which has been trans
- lated from Farsi into Eng lish
and French. Thatfirstvolumein
English, which ben e fits from
mas sive documentary support

pro vided by materials he had

de clas si fied in the US and UK
(with the lapse of their 30 year
classification cy cie), will be
reviewed in de tailinthe nextedi
tion of Defense & For eign
Affairs Stra te gic Pol icy.

The con tents of the book even
tolSSA Pres. Greg ory Cop ley,
who was intimately engaged in
Iranian affairs dur ing the Cold

War, and who met W|th the Shah
and other Ira nian of ficials are
explosivelyrevealing. Thereis
no doubt that the book, and
Amb.

Zahedi’s per spec tive, could

play avitalréleincurrentstrate

gic policy judg ments, aswell as
in shap ing the judgment of his
tory. More over, his in sights will
do much for the ed u ca tion of
the cur rent generation of
Iranians, who now have the
Farsi edition of the book to help

over come the three de cades of

revisionist edu cation in {ran.
ISSA is de lighted that Amb.
Zahedi has agreed to ac cept
the honor of the Award, and that
this dy namic dip lo mat can con
tinue to have anim pacton glob-
al policy at atime when Iranre -
mains the cen tral piece on the
East-Westgameboard. — GRC
11-12, 2012 DEFENSE & FOR-
EIGN AFFAIRS STHATEGIC
POLICY3.
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